INTERVIEW WITH ISAK DESIGNER SANDRA ISAKSSON

The Scandinavian graphic designer and illustrator, Sandra
Isaksson, has been designing lifestyle products for her label
ISAK since 2006.

She lives with her partner and sons Theo, (6) and E  den (2),in
the beautiful historic English town of Arundel.

Her ISAK product line exists from a growingrange o f
illustrated posters, textiles and wallpaper for chi Idren, mugs,
trays and cards.

How did ISAK start...how did you begin and why?

In my freelancing work | work with books a lot which | love, illustrations for magazines and books,
visual identities for companies, logos etc. | always wanted to work more with product design but the
real need to do so was when my son was born. | wanted to design things for him because what | found
in the shops wasn't always that great and | thought I'd try to do something better. The first collection
was only a couple of products and then it very quickly grew from there. At first, | was only going to run
a little web shop with a few ISAK designs on — but ISAK cough on and there seemed to be a real
demand for ISAK products. We had some really good press, we were written about on some of the
best design blogs out and we started doing trade shows which proved very effective. Now | divide my
time equally between the freelancing and ISAK — and it's great because | get to work on so many
different projects.

Your company/shop slogan is "beautiful happy things "?
How and why do you choose it?

This is what the products and the mentality of the company are
about. “Beautiful” of course means pretty and esthetically
pleasing and “Happy” means that we try to choose happy and
healthy materials as much as we can. All the wood that we use
comes from sustainable forests and we use recycled paper as
much as we can and re-use packaging materials etc.

All production is based in northern Europe.(Sweden, Norway and England) All our new packaging is
made from recycled paper or eco cotton and printed with veg based inks.

What were the best aspects of your own Scandinavian upbringing? Have you tried to recreate
those for your own offspring?

Very much! All the time. | have a big family in Sweden
and me and my boys spend about 4 weeks in Sweden
every year. The best bits growing up was living close to
all the family. | spend so much time with both sets of
grandparents and my cousins and aunties and uncles.
We were always outside doing things. Always had big
family dinners and celebrations. | make a big deal out of
having proper meals together around the table, talking,
growing our own veg as much as we can. Have respect
for food and life, and people.

Which are your sources of inspiration?

My family, my husband and two son’s. And everything! Art, culture, travelling, nature, reading books —
Anything and everything can start off an idea.



What new ISAK products can we expect in the future?

Bedlinnen, tablecloth, new posters, wallpaper and mugs. In September the penguin blankets from

Norway will be back, Theo’s favourite item, he snuggles under it every evening watching his favourite
show!

...and finally what is the magic tip to start a succe  ssful business like ISAK?

Oh goodness, | don’t know... Passionately believing in what you do and working hard.
Never giving up. Have fun!

More info about ISAK: www.isak.co.uk

More info about Sandra Isaksson : www.sandraisaksson.com

For sales information please contact Nordic Child A gencies : www.nordicchild.com




